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FOREWORD 

 
Shell Eco-marathon: challenging young people to design and build energy-efficient 
vehicles  
The Shell Eco-marathon challenges teams to drive the furthest on the least amount of 
energy. It is an innovative educational project bringing together the values of sustainable 
development, protection of the environment and individual and cultural diversity. 
Participants manage a project in totality and the Shell Eco-marathon encourages 
integration of vehicle design, finance and construction into the curriculum, as well as 
demonstrating the value of multi-disciplinary teams working together with industry towards 
a common goal.  
Shell1 organises energy-economy competitions on a real motor racing circuit in both the US 
and Europe. Known as the Shell Eco-marathon, this competition is governed by the rules 
and regulations presented herein.  
 
Participating teams can enter:  
 

¾ The following groups: 
• Prototypes, three or four-wheel vehicles  
• UrbanConcept: four-wheel vehicles that are similar in appearance to regular cars and 

which are fit for on-road use. 
 

¾ The following categories: 
• Schools: High Schools, Middle Schools or Technical Schools preparing pupils for 

vocational training certificates, professional certificates, O-levels, A-levels or 
equivalent. Drivers shall be pupils of the school in question (please attach proof of 
enrolment to the entry form). 

• Universities:  
o Educational establishments preparing students for higher education diplomas 

(senior technician certificates, university-level technology diploma, etc.). Drivers 
shall be students of the school in question (please attach proof of enrolment to 
the entry form).  

o Establishments of higher education awarding university-level diplomas, or 
student associations. Drivers shall be students of the school/university in 
question (please attach proof of enrolment to the entry form). 

 
¾ The following engine types and energy classes: 
 

 

 
The use of hybrid technology is only allowed for Urban Concept vehicles. 

 
 
Each of the groups and classes is described in a special section of the Shell Eco-marathon 
General Rules and Regulations, which apply to all team categories. 
 

                                                 
1 The name “Shell” is used for the sake of simplicity when referring to one or more companies of Royal Dutch/Shell plc. 

 3

Engine types Energy classes 
Petrol / Gasoline 
Diesel fuel 
Alternative Petrol / Gasoline (LPG, Ethanol E85, CNG) 

Combustion 

Alternative Diesel (Fatty Acid Methyl Ester, Gas to Liquid, Dimethyl Ether) 
Fuel cells Hydrogen 
Solar / 



  
CChhaapptteerr  II   

 

GGeenneerraall   rruulleess    
ffoorr  aall ll   SShheell ll   EEccoo--mmaarraatthhoonn  eevveennttss  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  

 
 
 
 

1 - ORGANISATION 
 
 
 
 
Article  1: Acceptance 

The entry forms must sent completed, with all necessary documents to be accepted by 
the Organising Committee who will select teams based on quality of the proposed entry 
packet. All decisions by the Organising Committee regarding the acceptance of teams 
are final. 

 By the simple fact of their entry, participants accept all the provisions of the present 
regulations and agree to abide by all decisions made by the Shell Eco-marathon 
Organising Committee. Organisers reserve the right to modify any article of the present 
regulations. In such an event, the participants shall all be personally notified. The 
Organising Committee shall be solely empowered to pronounce on cases not provided 
for in the present regulations.  
Organisers reserve the right to modify, delay or even cancel the competition in the 
event of unforeseen circumstances, notably poor weather conditions. No claims for 
ompensation shall be accepted. c

 
In participating in the Shell Eco-marathon, you recognise the right of its 
Organiser, Shell, and more generally the companies of the Shell Group to use, if 
necessary, your image for publicity or materials promoting this project.  

 
Article 2: Entries 

For each entry, a team manager, a driver and a reserve driver shall be designated. 
The team manager shall be responsible for only one vehicle. He/she may be the driver 
for that vehicle, but only for that vehicle. 
The manager shall be the team's sole official liaison with Organisers. All information 
shall be addressed to him/her. For the purposes of the project, he/she shall be 
responsible for the team and shall speak on behalf of the team and must be able to 
understand and speak English. 
The driver shall be 13 years of age or older on the day of the competition and shall 
weigh no less than 50kg. The main driver for one vehicle shall not be the reserve driver 
for another vehicle.  
One reserve driver may be assigned to two vehicles. However, once he/she has driven 
one of those vehicles (during practice or in competition), he/she may no longer drive the 
other vehicle.  
There shall be a maximum of 1 prototype and 1 UrbanConcept vehicles accepted 
per educational establishment, including all associations linked to that 
establishment. This vehicle shall be described in a separate, fully completed 
entry packet.  
 

Article 3: Track Access Conditions 
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 During both the practice runs and the competition, all vehicles shall comply with 
technical and safety rules and regulations. Whenever they enter the track, the vehicle 
body shall be in place and shall bear all the competition numbers, partner streamers 
and Shell logos required by regulations. Organisers shall supply these numbers and 
logos upon entry confirmation. 
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Article 4: Identification 
 Logos, partner streamers and racing numbers shall be fixed to the vehicle body (in 

accordance with the diagram provided) such that they can be clearly read during any 
public presentation, in promotional films and on all photographs for team use, school 
use, press or promotional material. 

 Under no circumstances shall Shell logos, partner streamers or racing numbers be 
modified, either on the vehicle or on any other documentation. It is prohibited to cut the 
stickers supplied by the Organisers. Their dimensions are as follows: 

 
• For each side and for the front of the vehicle: a Shell logo, 20 x 20cm 
• For each side and for the front of the vehicle: racing numbers (stickers), with a 

different colour for each energy class 20 x 26cm 
• For each side, on the lower part of the body: a partner streamer, 90 x 6cm 

 
A mandatory 10cm space shall be left free on either side of the Shell logo. 

 
Any sponsor names/logos shall be smaller than the Shell logo. The sponsor stickers 
must fit within a surface of 400 cm2 (empty space included)  

 
 In the event of a breach of this rule, Event Organisers reserve the right to remove any 

sponsor logos. 
 Furthermore, the trademarks or logos of other energy providers, Oil companies, direct 

competitors of event partners, tobacco companies and alcoholic drinks producers are 
prohibited.  

 
 All vehicles shall be subject to Inspector approval concerning these provisions. 
 
Article 5: Compliance 
 Only those vehicles that comply with the present regulations shall be allowed to 

participate. No vehicle shall be allowed on the track for practice or competition until the 
Inspectors have approved it. The decisions of Inspectors shall be final in all matters 
concerning the compliance of vehicle design and construction with the present 
regulations, namely with regard to the brake system, the power train and the fuel 
system. Their decisions shall be final. 

 Inspectors reserve the right to rescind vehicle approval upon further or more detailed 
checks. Inspectors shall be notified of any modifications to the vehicle after inspection. 
Non-compliance with this rule shall lead to vehicle disqualification. 

 
Article 6: Timekeeping 

All vehicles shall be equipped with an extra-flat electromagnetic transponder that will be 
fitted after vehicle inspection using adhesive tape or bolts & nuts, inside or outside the 
vehicle according to the vehicle’s characteristics. A security deposit shall be required 
for this transponder. The security deposit shall be returned upon presentation of the 
transponder at the end of the competition. 

 
   

----------- PROTESTS AND DISPUTES------------------ 
 
Article 7: Protests 
 Team Managers shall be the only persons authorised to lodge protests. Protests shall 

be addressed in writing to Competition Control and shall be submitted to the 
Competition Secretariat. Depending on their nature, said protests shall be lodged within 
the following times: 
• Vehicles: before the end of the competition. 
• Team and driver behaviour: within 10 minutes following the end of the attempt. 
• Results: within 15 minutes after the results of an attempt have been posted. 
 

Article 8: Disputes 
 In the event of any disputes, all decisions made by the Controllers shall be binding and 

final. 
 




