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Earth Observation: 
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Aircraft







1946
humans took our first look at Earth from space



2014

Planet launches Flock-1



NASA
Landsat 8

Planet 
Dove Corgi



in orbit today









Zoom out.



PLANET’S MISSION 

To image the whole world every day, 
making change 

.



← 2014

2017 →



Using Neural Networks to Detect And Classify Ships In Dove Imagery

Hotdog Ship! Not Hotdog Ship!



Make the Earth searchable 
the same way Google makes the 

internet searchable
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...so what?



SPOILER ALERT:



We are experiencing 
technical difficulties...
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you



People are using daily earth 
observation data now to: 

Make the invisible visible 

Respond to disaster 

Do groundbreaking science 

Fight climate change 

Conserve natural resources



Making 
the Invisible, 
Visible

The Rohingya refugee crisis • dovesin.space/rohingya_reuters



Enforcing
Transparency

North Korean missile launch • dovesin.space/nk_missile



Responding to disaster

Siau Island, Indonesia after Karangetang volcano • planet.com/disasterdata



Supporting community response

Beira, Mozambique after Cyclone Idai • March 2019

Planet Analytics

OpenStreetMap



Doing new science

Sub-Daily Dove Imagery Used To Measure River Velocity • dovesin.space/rivers



Fighting Climate Change

Measuring forest carbon with LIDAR & PlanetScope data • dovesin.space/forests



Conserving 
Natural 
Resources

The Allen Coral Atlas project • allencoralatlas.org



We set out to explore the moon and 
instead discovered the Earth.

- William Anders, Lunar Module pilot on Apollo 8
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THANK YOU!

get in touch:
sara@planet.com 
@sarasomewhere

mailto:sara.safavi@planet.com
https://twitter.com/@sarasomewhere

